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inst. Her breathing was short, pulse feeble and frequent, pain almost in¬ 
cessant at the fundus of the uterus, the membranes very much distended, 
and the os uteri pretty well dilated. Waited until about 3 o’clock next 
morning, when there being no further progress in the labour, and the os 
being fully dilated, I ruptured the amniotic sac after a little manipulation. 
A very copious flow of water followed, after which I found the left ear of 
the child at the symphysis pubis, and the right ear of course towards the 
sacrum. The child was born in a few minutes, the head being delivered 
in the above position, and without rotation. 

The child (a female) was an Anencephalus. The whole of the occipital 
bone except the basilar process, the whole of both parietal bones, and the 
frontal bone down to the superciliary ridges were absent. The mastoid- 
portions of both temporal bones were present. The eyebrows, eyes, nose, 
mouth, chin, and both ears were perfectly formed. The child was healthy 
looking, and fully formed in every respect with the exception of the im¬ 
perfect ossification of its cranium, and the absence of any discoverable 
vestige of a brain. 

Malformation of the Genital Organs .—Reported by T. H. Barton, 
M. D., of Syracuse, Ohio. 

On the 7 th of September, 1864, I was called to see a child, which pre¬ 
sented the following deformities. The penis was cleft at about its middle 
part. The largest cleft was perforate so as to admit a common sized probe 
about one inch ; the smaller one was imperforate, and both completely 
denuded of integument. The scrotum appeared like two fleshy excrescences 
without integument. I could not find any testicles. Immediately below the 
fleshy excrescence of the scrotum was a well-developed labia majora, which 
ended in a complete cul-de-sac. Without any appearance of a vagina. 

The anal orifice was completely covered over with natural integument, 
as was also the labia majora. Immediately below the umbilicus was a 
space about three or four inches in diameter denuded of integument. A 
hernia was also protruding covered with the peritoneum and abdominal 
muscles. In the right inguinal region there was a space about three inches 
in diameter denuded of integument, with the appearance of a large inguinal 
hernia. The urine was evacuated through an orifice in the right inguinal 
region. In other respects the child seemed to be healthy. I think it 
died seven or eight days from birth. There was no autopsy. 


DOMESTIC SUMMARY. 

Relation of Heat to Mental Worh.—Dt. J. S. Lombard, Assistant Professor 
of Physics^ in Harvard University, has published [New York Medical Journal, 
June, 1867) some curious and interesting experiments on this subject. The 
experiments were all made upon himself. 

“The object of the first series of investigations was to study the temperature 
of the head, while sitting quietly by himself, with no special mental occupation. 

“Under these circumstances, it was found that while the temperature of the 
head was in some instances quite steady, in others it was very variable, rising 1 
and falling, often with great rapidity. The variations were slight, not amount 
mg, as a rule, to more than a hundredth of a degree of Centigrade; but still 
they were very marked, if some other portion of the body was taken as a stand- 
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ard of comparison; thus the temperature of the leg or arm varied, if at all, 
within much narrower limits. 

“ What the exact cause of these irregularities was, could not be determined 
with certainty; but the conclusion arrived at from a great many observations 
was, that this variability of temperature was connected with certain conditions 
of the mind. It was found that, in those cases in which the temperature was 
steady, the mind was, as a rule, in a more or less torpid state, such as persons 
are apt to fall into after a hearty meal; while in the cases in which variability 
of temperature existed, the mental condition was one of much greater activity. 
The effect of a transition from the former to the latter condition was frequently 
shown, under the following circumstances 

“ It often happened, when the mind was in the state of inactivity mentioned, 
that one or more persons would enter the room in which the observer was seated, 
and a short conversation ensue. The subjects of conversation were of no par¬ 
ticular interest, and required no reflection ; but nevertheless, in a few moments 
the temperature, which had previously been steady, would begin to vary, rising 
and falling, but with a general upward tendency. 

“ This change was not due to the muscular exertion of talking, for it mani¬ 
fested itself when the observer took no part in the conversation; merely listening 
to the words of others, and saying nothing himself. Nor was it owing to 
any effect produced upon the circulation by modification of the action of the 
heart, for in this case other portions of the body would have been influenced 
likewise, whereas it was found that the head alone was affected, other parts 
situated full as favourably, if not more so, for feeling any such influence, ex¬ 
hibiting little or no change of temperature. Whatever the cause was, it cer¬ 
tainly appeared to have its seat in the head. 1 

“ Pursuing these experiments farther, it was found that anything that aroused 
the attention was capable of causing a greater or less rise of temperature on the 
part of the head, over and above that of the rest of the body. Various sights 
and sounds had this effect; and, indeed, it could be produced in a great variety 
of ways. 

. “ In the next place, the effect of the exercise of the higher reasoning powers 
was investigated. The results of these experiments were as follows :— 

“ First. Mental action of this sort caused a rise of temperature on the part 
of the head, which varied very much in different cases; the highest rise noticed 
did not exceed the twentieth of a degree. 2 

“Second. The temperature of the extremities fell, sometimes only slightly, 
but at other times very decidedly—a half or a quarter of a degree of Centigrade, 
for example. This fall was doubtless owing, in part, to the absence of muscular 
exertion consequent upon sitting still; but not entirely so, for mere immobility, 
without mental exertion, did not produce an equally great effect. 

“ A large number of observations were also made upon the effect of the read¬ 
ing of different literary productions. Provided the work did not particularly 
excite the interest or arouse the emotions of the reader, either no effect at all 
was produced, or else the temperature was slightly depressed. But with pro¬ 
ductions of an opposite description a very different result was obtained. In 
these cases the temperature was very speedily and visibly elevated. 

“ The most striking effects of all were produced by the reading aloud, or the 
recitation of poetry. The rise of temperature in this case was not due in any 
appreciable degree to the muscular exertion involved, for mere mechanical reci¬ 
tation produced no effect; but the moment the interest of the speaker began to 
be awakened, the temperature rose. 

“ Although the action of the heart was frequently more or less modified, yet 
this could not account for the rise of temperature, inasmuch as other parts of 
the body ought, in such a case, to have shared equally in the rise, whereas it 


1 It is almost needless to say that, in all these experiments, changes of position, 
or any other disturbing cause, were carefully avoided. 

2 With delicate thermo-electric apparatus it is impossible to estimate accurately 
the thermometric values of the variations observed ; the most that can be done is 
to make an approximation. 
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was the head that was chiefly, if not solely, affected. Reading or reciting to 
one’s self gave similar results, and often even in a more marked degree. 1 

“ The rise of temperature in this series of experiments was the highest noticed 
in all the observations given in this article; a few minutes’ recitation producing 
a greater effect than several hours of deep thought. 

“ In conclusion, I would say that, as regards the particular regions of the 
head in which the elevation of temperature was most marked, it was generally 
found that the best results were obtained just above the occipital protuberance. 
This statement applies to all the experiments that have been related. In the 
last-mentioned series of observations it was not unfrequently found that the 
temperature of the forehead fell, while that of the back of the head rose ; but 
for what reason I have not yet been able to determine." 


Two Attacks of Measles within Six Weeks in the same Patient. — Dr. Minot 
reported to the Boston Society for Medical Improvement the following case of 
this: A little boy, three years old, sickened December 21st. An eruption, 
supposed to be that of measles, appeared on the 25th. The diagnosis was, 
however, at first a little doubtful, as the eruption was complicated by urticaria 
for two days. After this time it had a perfectly normal appearance; moreover, 
the child had the catarrh, and other general symptoms of measles. A com¬ 
panion who saw him early in the disease, was attacked with measles exactly a 
fortnight afterwards. A sister of the first patient, four years old, and a young 
lady visiting in the family, also caught the disease, at intervals of a few weeks, 
the symptoms and appearances in each being perfectly characteristic. On 
Feb. 3d, after a few days’ indisposition, the eruption reappeared on the first 
patient, and went through its course in the usual manner, being accompanied 
by the catarrh and other symptoms of measles. The interval between the two 
attacks was six weeks. Singularly enough, of the three individuals who caught 
the disease from this patient, two, the young lady and the little boy (her bro¬ 
ther), had had the disease before_ Boston Med. and Surg. Jl., May 9,1867. 

Ear Douche. —Dr. Edw. H. Clarke describes ( Boston Med. and Surg. 
Joum., May 30,1867) an instrument for cleansing the ear, which he thinks pre¬ 
ferable to the syringe. “ It consists of a glass jar, of the capacity of about a 
pint, and of a flexible tube three feet long. One end of the tube is attached to 
the jar, and the other end is furnished with a nozzle appropriate for the ear. 
By elevating the jar to a greater or less height, a continued stream of water is 
poured into the meatus with sufficient force to cleanse it thoroughly, and to do 
so without pain to the patient. I have used this instrument for the purpose of 
cleansing the ear in a large number of cases, and am satisfied with its action.” 

An instrument, acting on the same principle, has been used for some years 
for administering injections per rectum. 

Deep Cervical Tumour, the removal of which involved the exsection of a 
portion of the internal Jugular Vein. — Dr. W. W. Greene, Prof. Surgery in 
Barkshire Med. College, relates ( The Medical Record , June 15,1867) a case 
of this. The tumour was about the size of a croquet ball, on the left side of 
the neck, and the seat of almost constant pain. The internal jugular vein was 
found so firmly adherent to the sac that in the careful attempts to liberate it 
with the finger and handle of the scalpel, the vessel ruptured and there was an 
alarming gush of venous blood. A ligature was at once applied to the cardiac 
side, and the hemorrhage from the other being controlled by pressure, the vein 
was then carefully isolated, a portion two and a half inches excised, and a liga¬ 
ture applied to the distal side. 


1 The success of these experiments must depend, in a great measure, upon 
individual peculiarity; and with many persons they would doubtless fail. Real 
emotion must be awakened to produce the rise of temperature. Where this con¬ 
dition of the mind existed, out of more than a hundred observations, I have never 
known a failure. 



